Updates to the Combat Manual by section:

Text to be removed or added will be underlined.

Reasons for edits, when required, will be in italics.

E.10.

Add clarification paragraph to the end of the section:

Though blows need not be hard to be considered “good”, a slash must be delivered in such a way as would cause injury to the opponent (e.g. the combatant’s arm is already extended prior to moving the sword to contact the opponent.  This type of blow could not be thrown with sufficient force to disable the opponent, therefore, it would not be considered a good blow).

This is a doctrine that attempts to put into words “martial intent”, or, the premise that we are reenacting medieval combat, not just playing “tag”.

I.2.d.

Current text:

Metal Shields

1. May be used if the edges are rolled, rounded or covered by material, giving the shield edge

one-half-inch (1/2") of thickness.

2. Metal Rapier and Cut-and-Thrust bucklers are allowed to have a rolled or rounded edge of

one-quarter-inch (1/4") of thickness.

New text:

Metal Shields

1. May be used if the edges are rolled, rounded or covered by material, giving the shield edge

three-eighths inch (3/8") of thickness.

2. Bucklers 18 inches or less are allowed to have a rolled or rounded edge of one-quarter-inch (1/4") of thickness.

III.

Add this sentence after the introductory paragraph:

Improvements in materials and construction techniques are inevitable, therefore, any deviation from the stated standards for armor or weapons may be allowed on a case-by-case basis by the Local Crown or Minister of Joust & War or above.  This allowance can stand until it is determined that that material or technique is specified as acceptable or unacceptable to the Adrian Empire and incorporated in this set of rules.

A.4.

Old text:

There shall be no bare skin allowed…

New text:

There shall be no large areas of bare skin allowed…

There are often small areas of bare skin that do not pose a safety problem that can be ignored during armor check ( e.g. inside of the elbow).

D.1.f.

Add after “mild steel”:

(reinforcement includes overlaping plates, fluting and compound welded seams)

E.5.

Remove “with wing” from the sentence:

Elbows and knees must be covered by steel cops with wing…

At end of first sentence, add text:

Cop must provide outer side of the elbow and knee protection with a wing or by design.

This allows renaissance style elbow and knee cops that don’t have a “wing” but do wrap around the knee or elbow providing it with adequate protection.

F.

Add text:

Weapons that do not meet the approval of the Minister of Joust & War and/or the marshals 

shall not be allowed on the field. Consult with the local Crown Marshal or Minister of Joust and War before constructing or purchasing weapons to be use in combat if you are unsure of their suitability. If the Minister of Joust & War or a marshal deems a weapon unsafe, then the marshal has the right to not allow its use, even if it meets the minimum requirements. 

F.1.

Replace the phrase 

red tape

With the phrase

contrasting tape

Anything we can do to make our weapons look less like light sabers, the better.

I.2.d. Metal Shields

Old text:

…giving the shield edge one-half-inch (1/2") of thickness.

New text:

…giving the shield edge three-eights-inch (3/8") of thickness.

An aluminum shield with the steel reinforced car-door edging provides proper protection and is already in use in many areas.  

